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Make SBA’s PRO-Net work for you.

The Small Business Administration’s PRO-Net Database on the internet at http://pro-net.sba.gov/
has become the central source of 8(a) Contractor information.  If you are not familiar with this
system and are making sure it reflects properly what you do, you might be missing out on some
opportunities.  For that matter, the internet is quickly becoming a primary marketing tool.

A database search of PRO-Net can give us a list of contractor names, addresses, and telephone
numbers in a state that do work under a specific SIC Code.  This has been a tremendous boost for
the Small Business Specialists.  But, having the SIC Code and having the specific experience
required for a project does not always go together due to the broad range of services covered by a
SIC Code.

Often we are looking for a specific experience, such as fire alarms, airfield runways, or
demolition.  If we do “keyword” search, we will not find anything because keywords have not
been loaded.  It would be helpful for you to load the “keywords” which reflect your work
experience, similar to the Capabilities Narrative statement.  This would apply no matter what
industry you are in.

The other area that would be helpful is to load information in the “Performance /History
References” area.  It is always helpful when we can show recently completed similar projects
and have a point of contact to can call and verify.

Also, having access to internet email is very useful.  If you have one, be sure to include your
internet email address.  It is a very handy way to communicate.

If you have any questions concerning the above, please call me at number listed below.  Any
question about PRO-Net, in general, should be addressed to your local SBA District Office.  You
can also send email to pronet@sba.gov or telephone 202-205-7312.

PRO-Net is fast becoming a very important tool for government agencies to look to for sources,
especially 8(a) Contractors.  You need to be paying attention to it or you might be missing out on
some opportunities.
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